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non-violent army acts unlike armed men, as well in times of
peace as of disturbances. They would be constantly engaged
in constructive activities that make riots impossible. Theirs
will be the duty of seeking occasions for bringing warring
communities together, carrying on peace propaganda,
engaging in activities that would bring and keep them in
touch with every single person, male and female, adult
and child, in their parish, or division. Such an army should
be ready to cope with any emergency, and in order to still
the frenzy of mobs should risk their lives in numbers sufficient
for the purpose. A few hundred, maybe a few thousand,
such spotless deaths will once for all put an end to the riots.
Surely a few hundred young men and women giving them-
selves deliberately to mob fury will be any day a cheap and
braver method of dealing with such madness than the dis-
play and use of the police and the military.

It has been suggested that when we  have   our  in-
dependence riots and the like will not occur. This seems to
me to be an empty hope, if in the course of the struggle for
freedom we do not understand and use the technique of
non-violent action in every conceivable circumstance, To
the extent that the Congress ministers have been obliged to
make use of the police and the military, to that extent, in
my opinion, we must admit our failure. That the ministers
could not have done otherwise is unfortunately only too
true. I should like every Congressman, I should like the
Working Committee, to ask themselves why we have failed,
if they think with me that we have.
Harijan, 26-3-1938